EGYPT  AND   THE   NILE:   A   CONTRAST   OF   DESERT   AND   TOWNS

improving the condition of his newly-
won domain and did a great deal toward
bringing it back to prosperity.

Egypt again fell into troublous times
under Ismail, grandson of Mehemet All,
for he was very extravagant. To pay
for his luxurious tastes, he sold a large
number of Suez Canal shares to the
British government and incurred such a
'arge public debt that foreign govern-
ments were obliged to take a hand.
Egypt was found to be in a state border-
ing on bankruptcy. Taking advantage of
this state of affairs, the sultan of Turkey
decided to oust Ismail and to appoint
Tewfik, his son, as "khedive," although
Ismail had paid a very large sum for this
very title.

In 1882, Egypt had more difficulties
for an Arab revolt, seemingly directed

against foreigners, broke out. As the
sultan seemed unwilling to interfere,
Great Britain took a leading part in the
organization of a government.

Of the people who made history in this
land we already know, but what manner
of people inherit it to-day ? Are they the
descendants of the Egyptians of .old or
have successive invasions wiped .out that
mighty race? The answer is that while
the kings, priests and nobles disappeared,
the peasantry remained, almost as slaves,
to till the fruitful soil whose crops made
the country so rich. Of the sixteen mil-
lions inhabiting Egypt to-day, most are
"fellahin," or agriculturists. Some, like
the Copts, are descendants of the old
Egyptian race.

Christianity spread early to Egypt, but
when the Saracens conquered the land in
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